
Bob Hennessey feels many priests are worried that the automatic withdrawal of parish funds will have an 
adverse effect on parish giving. Parish priests and finances are respected by people but the Archdiocese is 

.::: I ~ or trusted. Yet more and more focus in on the ovmight by Chancery. 
b BJaney as concerned about the poor language and pastoral insensitivity of the Roman document on 

homosexua ity and the seminary. He felt that Archbishop Sean's letter was helpful. 
Vin Mellone asked that the purpose for the ChristmaslEaster collection be very clear. Also, is the cluster 
system still working? Should it be? What are the directives from the Archbishop? 
Michael Linden, sr, suggested that the Archdiocese shut down for a few days to discuss the problems. 
~Clltit5i't of lay and clerilY. 
aul~J~ 1ette.J:.en1iOiosexuality fr~ l\1efil3isftep was well done.} He has been encouraged 

by the attendance at his Vicariate meetings. He felt there is no consensus about the Parish Manual at this 
time. The document lacks any pastoral touch in both tone and language. He wondered if pastors were 
consulted about both those things. Also, has a canon lawyer reviewed the document for accuracy? Can 
the Archbishop canonically automatically withdraw funds? What would happen next? 
Peter Quinn reiterated his earlier suggestion that the Archdiocese close down to address its problems. 
Transparency and Confidentiality is not being handled well by Chancery and Archbishop in terms of 
priests and money issues. On the local level, this lack of communication can surface rumors and more 
problems for the pastor. 
Mike Steele also emphasized the need to define the role of the Cluster. He understood that the response 
to the Catholic Charities event was low. He encouraged the members to read a recent article in America 
on hope. He hoped that Senior Priests continue to feel welcomed to help out and feel they are necessary 
to the parishes. 
Dan Finn noted the rise in violence in the city and some of the efforts parishes are making to address it. 
There is an effective family literacy program going on. The APC member has been making contact with 
the Vicariate, and he questioned if Severance Pay was addressed adequately in the Parish Manual. 

Archbishop Sean Responds: 
1. Announced Mark Coiro as new Secretary of the Presbyteral Council. Congratulations, Markl 

2. Re: the Catholic Charities Dinner. Honoring a special public figure can be advanta eous to the fund-
raising event. He met with Bryan Hehir. The people at Catholic Charities we ot away fthe 
statements against Church policy from the mayor. Generally, the USCCB guide not honor 
politicians as a prudent move. The Archbishop decided to respect the Office of Mayor and not cancel the 
event, but he wouldn't go. Mayor has been gracious. He has a prepared statement ready to go out 
regarding some further statement contradicting Catholic doctrine made publicly by the mayor. He hopes 
there can be a better protocol for these decisions in the future. . . 

3. The Grand Jury investigation is over. There were no criminal indictments. It would have been difficult 
to be in that situation. The Archdiocese is already committed to most of the points made as part of the 
agreement. 

4. He emphasized how important for the USCCB audit that all priests go to the Child Abuse Training and 
submit a CORIo Priests and Deacons must do this. Please cooperate. 

5. The Finance Council and its sub committees are working on a plan toward fiscal responsibility in the 
coming year. 

6. The Cabinet and Auxiliary Bishops are meeting as well to consider a Pastoral Plan and restructuring of 
the administration of the Archdicoese. There is a committee for Pastoral Planning that will start meeting 
as well. 
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